
Review: Essay Basics 

Steps to writing an essay: 
1. Read the prompt. 
2. Answer the prompt with a fact-based 

opinion statement. 
3. Support with textual evidence or 

specific examples. 
 



Topic: Shortening School Hours 
1. Consider the prompt. Be sure you 

understand what is being asked: 
 Should Loudoun County consider making high 

school hours shorter by not starting until 10:30? 
Write an essay in which you defend your position 
with specific examples. 

2. Make a debatable statement about your 
opinion which answers the prompt: 

Loudoun County should consider making the school day 
shorter because students would be more awake, they would 
have more time for extracurricular activities and they would 
be more attentive in class. 



Thesis Statement  

 A thesis statement 
 is a complete sentence (subject + verb). 
 informs your reader what your essay is going 

to be about. 
 is the last sentence of the introduction 

paragraph. 
 is an analysis or opinion that you (the writer) 

are going to support or prove. 



Thesis Statement Examples 
 Example thesis statements: 
 1. Loudoun County Schools should not shorten 

the school day because there would not be 
enough time to cover material, it might encourage 
students to skip school, and we would have to 
make up snow days. 
 

 2. Loudoun County Schools should shorten the 
school day because it is hard to sit through seven 
hours of class, there would be more time for 
sports practice in the morning, and students 
would stop falling asleep in class. 

 
 



Character Analysis Overview:  
Graphic Organizer 

•Each shape represents one paragraph 

•          are the introduction and conclusion 

•          are the body paragraphs (3 minimum) 

 

Introduction 

Conclusion 

Body 
paragraphs 



Introduction  

 An introduction paragraph for a persuasive 
essay should include 

1. Hook—catch your reader’s attention (more than 
one sentence) 

2. Brief objective summary— 
focusing on your topic 

3. Thesis statement (last sentence) 
 
 

Begins broad 

Ends with (narrow) 
thesis statement 



What’s next? 
 Once you have a thesis statement, the remainder of 

your essay is going to be focused on supporting your 
thesis statement. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 YOU MUST USE SPECIFIC EXAMPLES!!!!!!! 

Each body paragraph 
should support your thesis 

statement. 



2nd point to 
support your 

thesis 

 

Topic Sentences 

 Each of your body paragraphs (minimum of 
three) must support your thesis statement. 

 Each of your body paragraphs must begin 
with a topic sentence. 

 A topic sentence supports the thesis and 
includes the main point of the paragraph. 
 

 
 
 
   1st point to 

support your 
thesis 

3rd point to 
support your 

thesis 

 



Thesis and Topic Sentences: Examples 

Thesis Statement 
 Loudoun County Schools should not shorten the 

school day because there would not be enough time 
to cover material, it might encourage students to 
skip school, and we would have to make up snow 
days. 
 
 Topic Sentences  
1. Many students in Loudoun County take three 

or more AP classes, which is a lot of material 
to cover in one school year. 



Topic Sentence Examples con’t.. 

 2. If school didn’t start until 10:30, it might 
encourage students to stay home, since they 
won’t be missing that much, anyway. 
 

 3. Snow days are currently built in to our 
schedule; shortening the days would require 
us to make up our school days.  



Body Paragraphs 

Using Specific Examples to Prove It 



Supporting Evidence: 

 In order to support your thesis statement and 
topic sentences, you will use specific personal 
examples. 
 

Example: I regularly get up at 5:30 in the morning 
to go to swimming practice. This makes me so tired 
I have trouble concentrating in school. If school 
were to start at 10:30, I could sleep in and 
therefore pay better attention in class. 



Conclusion 

 A conclusion should include 
 Thesis statement—restated* 
 A connection to the hook—restated* 
*Restated means to state again using different 

words 
 

 A conclusion should not include 
 Any new information 
 Any repeated, word-for-word, sentences 



Organization—Just Do It 

I. Introduction 
A. Hook 
B. Brief discussion of 

topic 
C. Thesis 

II. Body 
A. Topic Sentence 

1. Commentary 
2. Specific Example 

B. Topic Sentence 
1. Commentary 
2. Specific Example 

C. Topic Sentence 
1. Commentary 
2. Specific Example 

III. Conclusion 
A. Restatement of thesis 
B. Tie back to the hook 

Introduction 

Conclusion 
Body Paragraphs 

Topic Sentence 
Commentary 
Support 

Topic Sentence 
Commentary 
Support 

Topic Sentence 
Commentary 
Support 

Hook 
Summ. 
Thesis 

Restate Thesis 
Connect to Hook 

Thesis 

TS 

TS 

TS 



Title 

 When you give your essay a title, remember 
 There is no punctuation/font funkiness 
 It should be interesting and convey meaning 
 Character Analysis and To Kill a Mockingbird 

Essay are bad titles 
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